
 

 

   
 

             
  

 
 

 
  

    
   

  
 

 
 

            
      

 
   

 

            
        

          
           

 

       
 

           
     

         
   

 

      
          

    
         

       
        

         
      

        
         

        
     

        
  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

STUDLAND PARISH COUNCIL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the Operations Committee of Studland Parish Council held on 6th July 2020 
online (Zoom) 

Chairman: Cllr Boulter 
Cllrs: Boulter, Bowyer, Osborn and Smith 
Minutes: Parish Clerk, Mr T Watton 
Public: None. 
Meeting commenced: 7:30pm 

1. Election of committee Chairman and acceptance of office. Cllr Boulter indicated his 
willingness to stand and, there being no other nominees, he was duly ELECTED. 

2. Apologies: None 

3. Declarations of interest: Cllr Bowyer wished to register a personal interest in item 7 
by reason of being a resident of one of the roads which may be impacted by any 
traffic management plan which is developed. This is not a pecuniary interest and was 
not judged to require him to withdraw from the debate for that item. 

4. Public participation (standing orders suspended): There was none. 

5. Confirmation of minutes from Operations Committee held on 3rd February 2020. 
Approved as a true record. Proposed by: Cllr Smith, Seconded by: Cllr Osborn. 
Carried unanimously. The minutes to be forwarded to Cllr Boulter for signature and 
return to the Parish Clerk. 

6. To receive update reports on the following projects: 
6.1 Playpark renovation. A paper prepared by the Parish Clerk was circulated in 

advance of the meeting giving a summary of possible replacement items from 
four different suppliers for the two play items which had been identified in 
previous reports as having reached the end of their useful life; i.e. the tyre swing 
and timber climbing frame. A copy of the paper is attached at appendix 1 to 
these minutes. Within the subsequent discussion it became clear that there was 
some uncertainty amongst members regarding the scope and objectives of this 
project. It was therefore agreed that members and the clerk would undertake a 
site visit / meeting to review the current equipment, clarify the objectives of the 
project and consider the play equipment options included in the paper. The site 
meeting is due to take place in the children’s play area commencing at 7:30pm 
on Monday 13th July. It was agreed that all members of the Council be invited to 
attend. 



 

 

           
        

    
           

         
         

           
        

       
          

       
        

       
         

            
      

         

       

 

           

    

      

       

      

        

        

     

           

        

      

   

           

   

        

        

          

         

      

         

        

      

       

       

      

6.2 Speed indicator devices. The Parish Clerk reported that the posts are now 
installed and he had received confirmation from the SID suppliers that the 
equipment will be dispatched to Joe Allen of the Dorset Council Road Safety 
Team on 16th July. Upon receipt Mr Allen will then commission the equipment 
and install it together with the solar panels etc. It is expected that everything will 
be in and working at or before the beginning of August. 

6.3 Purchase / adoption of phone boxes. The Parish Clerk confirmed, as reported to 
the February meeting, that the submission has been made to BT via the 
appropriate officer, Stefan Ganther, at Dorset Council for the purchase and 
adoption of the kiosks at Ferry Road and Shell Bay. Responses from BT are still 
awaited on both of these. The relationship with BT on these matters is managed 
by Mr Ganther and BT do not correspond direct with individual local councils. 
Consequently, the Parish Clerk is continuing to chase Mr Ganther on this matter. 

6.4 Fingerpost reinstatement project. The Parish Clerk referred to the update he 
had provided at the Full Council meeting on 18th May (minute 16 ii), and 
commented on the further developments, as follows: 
a) Contact was made with Dorset CPRE to confirm that grants of up to £200 per 

fingerpost are still available, once quotes for proposed works have been 

obtained. 

b) Contact was made with Roger Bond (Normtec) to whom the Clerk had 

forwarded the available photographs of the missing fingerposts at Currendon 

Bottom and the village crossroads (partial image only of this latter fingerpost, 

which on its own will be inadequate as a specification). 

c) Requests made to council members for whatever further detail may be 

available to help build up adequate working specifications to forward to Dorset 

Council Highways for their approval; and then to Roger Bond for the production 

of the replacement posts.  

d) An article has been included in the July edition of the Parish Magazine to 

generate local interest with a view to (i) gathering any further photographs of 

the missing posts to assist the specification process and (ii) possible volunteer 

involvement in the project. 

e) A request via Cllr Osborn to a local resident who it was thought might have 

relevant photographs. 

The Parish Clerk explained that so far the above efforts have produced no further 

detail of the missing posts. He also explained that without further information it 

would not be possible to progress the project for reinstatement of the posts at 

the village crossroads or the top of Beach Rd. In response, Cllr Bowyer mentioned 

an amateur film made in the 1970s of a car journey from Swanage to Sandbanks 

which included the signpost at Beach Rd. He believes that this was posted on 

Facebook some time ago but now seems to have disappeared. He also wondered 

whether, in the absence of any other evidence, Dorset Council would be 

prepared to accept signed affidavits from local residents regarding the signs in 

question. Cllr Osborn indicated that she would make a posting to the Local 

History Group to see if their members / contributors have any relevant 



 

 

         

       

         
        

        
           

      
        

       
       

            
       

        
       

       
           

         
        

         
         

       
       
           

        
      

    
        

        
        

   
         

       
        

       
      

   
        

           
      

         
          

  
 

         
        

      

photographs, or if they can locate the 1970 amateur film. Action: Cllr Osborn to 

post on the Local History Group accordingly. 

6.5 Tree planting schedule. The Chairman referred to Cllr Etherington’s report given 
in February that the plan was to plant the saplings in various locations around 
mid-March, but that some work was required to obtain the landowners’ 
permissions for a few of the proposed locations, after which planting plan would 
then be produced for the Council’s information. On the assumption that the 
saplings are still in good condition, Cllr Boulter will speak to Cllr Etherington 
about this plan and any progress on seeking the necessary permissions. Action: 
Cllr Boulter to speak to Cllr Etherington accordingly. 

6.6 Further bulb planting Autumn 2020. It was confirmed that the members 
present supported a further planting effort this autumn. Cllr Osborn commented 
that there were still areas on the original bulb planting plan which had not been 
planted up, so these should be done. She and Cllr Bowyer also supported the 
inclusion of a greater range of bulbs and locations. Cllr Osborn indicated that she 
would liaise with Cllr Etherington on this matter. Action: Cllr Osborn to speak to 
Cllr Etherington accordingly. Cllr Bowyer indicated that he would also include this 
in his forthcoming on-site discussion with NT Countryside Manager, Mark 
Singleton Action: Cllr Bowyer to raise this matter with Mr Singleton. 

6.7 Creation and filling of local maintenance role work – e.g. sweeping, sign 
cleaning, painting, minor groundworks and repairs, etc. Cllr Smith commented 
that he needed a list from Cllr Etherington of possible regular tasks to give to Mr 
Best. Action: Cllr Etherington to provide the list of tasks to Cllr Smith. Cllr 
Bowyer pointed out the risk of the Council acting in ultra vires (i.e. undertaking 
action where it has no legal authority to do so). It would seem this would be 
most likely to occur in relation to Dorset Council Highways matters. 
Consequently, the Parish Clerk is to contact Highways Manager Stephen Mepham 
to invite him for a site visit in the village to discuss the range of activity which can 
be undertaken under a possible “Partnership Working” agreement. Action: 
Parish Clerk to make contact with Stephen Mepham accordingly. 

6.8 Refurbishment of Millennium area. The Chairman explained that the millennium 
area has become unkempt / overgrown and needs some work to tidy it up. Cllr 
Osborn also pointed out that it is currently not wheelchair accessible. Cllr Bowyer 
indicated that he would raise this during his forthcoming site visit with the NT 
Countryside Manager, Mark Singleton. Action: Cllr Bowyer to raise this matter 
with Mr Singleton during the site visit. 

6.9 Development of means of creating water movement in the pond, to reduce the 
problem of duckweed and algae. At the February 2020 meeting it had been 
suggested that a natural wildlife solution to this issue might be trialled. It is 
unclear whether any action has since been taken, or what the specific problem is, 
given that wildlife is thriving in the pond and that it is cleared of silt etc each 
autumn. 

7 Consideration of Terms of Reference for a review of traffic management in 
Studland. After some discussion, and in the absence of Cllr Hammond who had 
initiated this, the members present concluded that there is no clear consensus as to 



 

 

       
       

       
     

        
        

     
     

 

            
         

      
         

         
    

 

              
        

     

  

   

    

     
        

          
      

       
             

          
 

 
             

  
 

      
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

the scope or overall aim of this initiative. It was considered premature to attempt to 
develop Terms of Reference until such a consensus is established. This matter is 
therefore referred back to Full Council for further Clarification. Prompted by this and 
similar doubts about the playground project, the Parish Clerk took the opportunity to 
reflect on the general lack of clear specifications and resourcing plans for many of 
the “projects” the Council has included in its budget for the year. He urged the 
Council to attend to these matters so that there is a firm basis for making real 
progress on each of them this year. 

8 Consideration of remedial works for fingerpost at Watery Lane. It was clarified that 
the signpost in question is a footpath sign situated at the bottom of Watery Lane 
near the toilets, giving direction to Old Harry Rocks. It is believed by SPC members to 
be the responsibility of the National Trust.  In the light of this clarification the Parish 
Clerk indicated that he would take the matter up with Emma Wright. Action: Parish 
Clerk to contact Emma Wright accordingly. 

9 Consideration of a plan for re-opening the children’s play area. The Parish Clerk 
outlined the following actions which had already been taken to prepare for the safe 
reopening of the play area after Covid-19 lockdown: 

• Grass cutting 

• Litter picking 

• Informal visual safety checks 

• Installation of multi-instructional signage as suggested by the Association of Play 
Industries (API) and supported by NALC – temporary laminated paper version. 
It was noted that two further actions may be necessary – i.e. replacement of the 
above temporary signage with metal sign plate and carrying out the formal annual 
safety inspection by ROSPA Play Safety Ltd or other similarly qualified inspectors. 
It was agreed to undertake a site visit on Monday 13th July 2020 at 7:30pm to review 
the condition of the play area in order to make a decision whether or not to open it 
immediately. 

10 Date of next meeting. It was decided to hold the next meeting on 7th September 
2020. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8:47pm. 

Signature___________________________________ 

Date_______________________________________ 



 

 

 
    

   
 

       
          

       
 

  
  

   
   

          
   

     

            

 
  

SWO700 Whirlybob Rotating Net 

Appendix 1 
Play area refurbishment project 
Report on options (not exhaustive): 

All quotes include site security and welfare, removal and disposal of old equipment and 
surfacing, delivery and installation of play equipment and surfacing, and the and making 
good the surrounding areas and safety inspection afterwards. 

Sutcliffe Play 
ORW300 Orchard Timber Tangle 
SWD700 Whirlybob Rotating Net 
Grass mat tiles 
Inclusive of installation £11,642 
NB Have requested a further quote options: 

• Taller climber and rotating net. 

• Rubberised wet pour or rubber mulch surface instead of safagrass tiles. 



 

 

  
        

 
           

            
 

 
 
  

Roundabout Example 

Mant Leisure 
Clamber Stack with climbing nets length 5462mm x width 3982mm 

Dish roundabout length 1000 x width 1000 x height 650 
Grass mat tiles £15,716 



 

 

 
   

   
                         

        
 

 

 

Net 
IIICITAN.IM / V7 / IU 

Space Net 
Produtl Code 5PAClNET3M. SPACENET4M, !>PACtNEllM, SPACENETW / VS / 04 

, 

D --· -
Technical Details 
M.rn""'m Space ~ w ..i 
6000mm Oiamete< 

Recommonded 
Safe, Surlacmg Area 
6000mm Ola-let 

lnt....i..d Age R.nge • • v ... 
Free ~I Of Fall <600mm 
Safety surface os not roqu,r.c! for 
use on we-II maentaaned grass 

W,dth 2000mm 
He,ght 2AOOmm 

B -...... ..,_,,. 

Technical: Details 
Minimum Space Required 
3m & 4m 8500mm x 8500nwn 
Sm & 6m 11000mm K 11000mm 

Safer Surfacing Area on Tarmac 
3m & 4m 8500mm K 8500n-m 
Sm & 6m 11000mm x 11000mm 

Intended Age RarlQe +8 Years 
Free '"eoght 01 Fall 
3m 450mm 
4m 700mm 
5m&6m 980mm 
Safety surface is not required for use on 
well maintained grass. 

3m 5000mm K SOOOnvn 11 3000mm 
4m 5000mm x SOOOnvn 114000mm 
Sm 8000mm x 8000nvn x 5000mm 
6m 8000mm K 8000mm 11 6000mm 

Sovereign Play 
2.4m high rota net 
Space net climber, 4m high 
Raised rubber mulch safer surfacing (due to increased fall height)  £24,100 
NB the above price includes old equipment removal at £2972 



 

 

  
   
  

        
   

 
 

 

  

  

Play & Leisure Ltd 
Cantilever tyre swing 
2.4m High cone climber 
Wetpour rubberised surfacing £24,995 

Tim Watton, Parish Clerk 

6th July 2020 



 

 

 




